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We represent the Township of Oro-Medonte and are very keen to work with the 

Province in realizing your residential and employment targets. 

We appreciate the opportunity to submit comments to the Standing Committee on 

Heritage, Infrastructure and Cultural Policy regarding the Regional Governance Study 

and land use planning opportunities and challenges facing municipalities in Simcoe 

County.  

The City of Barrie surrounding municipalities including the Town of Innisfil, Essa 

Township, Township of Springwater, and Township of Oro-Medonte are all located in the 

County of Simcoe (“Simcoe County”). You will hear from the County of Simcoe 

tomorrow.  

The process by the City of Barrie to obtain lands from the Township of Oro-Medonte, 

through a municipal boundary expansion, is not consistent with the Planning Act as it 

relates to matters of Provincial interest specifically related to the following: 

• the protection of ecological systems, including natural areas, features and functions; 
• the protection of the agricultural resources of the Province; 
• the conservation and management of natural resources and the mineral resource 

base; 
• the supply, efficient use and conservation of energy and water; 
• the adequate provision and efficient use of communication, transportation, sewage 

and water services and waste management systems; 
• the adequate provision of employment opportunities; 
• the protection of the financial and economic well-being of the Province and its 

municipalities; 
• the co-ordination of planning activities of public bodies; 
• the resolution of planning conflicts involving public and private interests; 
• the appropriate location of growth and development; 
• the promotion of development that is designed to be sustainable, to support public 

transit and to be oriented to pedestrians; and 
• the mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions and adaptation to a changing climate. 
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It is reasonable to conclude the City of Barrie has not undertaken necessary internal 

review/study of lands within the city, and of matters of Provincial interest, that would 

support the proposed boundary expansion into Oro-Medonte. 

Furthermore, to date, Oro-Medonte has not been provided with evidence of financial 

planning (infrastructure costs, taxation etc.) from the City of Barrie to demonstrate the 

impacts of the boundary expansion on residents within the city and Oro-Medonte. 

The City of Barrie’s boundary expansion proposal encroaches on prime agricultural 

lands in Oro-Medonte and significant natural heritage features, when lands already 

located in the city could accommodate the City of Barrie's objectives (additional 

employment lands) without expanding through the annexation of Oro-Medonte 

lands. 

To address the City of Barrie’s land needs objectives, the Township of Oro-Medonte 

recommends the following considerations: 

1. the City of Barrie shall undertake a comprehensive planning process through its
Official Plan update and review to demonstrate its land needs following a
collaborative process including open sharing of information, as demonstrated
through a similar request with the City of Orillia;

2. no decisions should be made with the requested boundary expansion until the
comprehensive planning process is complete; and

3. the Township of Oro-Medonte will be consulted by the City of Barrie regarding the
scope of work relating to a comprehensive planning process.

While the City of Barrie is a separated city within Simcoe County, it receives benefit from 

the tax base of the County of Simcoe for several of its services. The City of Barrie is 

geographically contained within Simcoe County, considered a Tier 1 partner. 
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The City of Barrie sat before this Committee in November of 2023 in witness of its 

requirement for more employment-zoned lands.  

In 2010, the City of Barrie annexed 5,664 acres of land from the Town of Innisfil. 

Currently, Barrie is asking to annex a further 5,500 acres from the Township of 

Springwater and Township of Oro-Medonte. With this in mind, there were closed-

session, inter-municipal discussions which have ceased to continue. The Township of 

Springwater ceased discussion by motion of Council primarily due to the City of Barrie 

escalating their land request to the Committee without notice to its negotiation partners. 

From the Township of Oro-Medonte’s perspective, this decision essentially placed the 

City of Barrie’s additional land request in the hands of the Province, instead of allowing 

for further discussions amongst Oro-Medonte and Springwater.  

The City of Barrie is firmly rooted in their view that it has met and exceeded residential 

construction targets, and that to become a “complete city”, it now needs industrial 

employment lands. The City has clearly articulated their position of seeking these lands 

through a transfer of 2,500 contiguous acres from the Township of Oro-Medonte without 

any technical justification (Employment Land Needs Assessment) or examining options 

within their own Official Plan update process. However, resulting from the 2010 

annexation of Town of Innisfil land by the City of Barrie, the city still has suitable 

employment lands to the south.  
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So why would Barrie be seeking to annex more lands when it has suitable lands 

already? 

At an Open House meeting for City of Barrie residents held on January 8, 2024, the City 

disclosed publicly that the “cupboard was bare”, and that funding does not exist to 

extend City water and wastewater pipes south to service existing and established 

designated employment lands. 

Four aspects of this comment are striking: 

• firstly, the primary reason for making land-use planning decisions should not be 

due to unavailability of funding (i.e. not having money to service lands);  

• secondly, it is troubling that after fourteen years of possessing these employment 

lands, there has been no financial planning to develop the previously annexed 

lands;  

• thirdly, it should not be the case that annexation is predicated on using the land 

of municipal neighbours to subsidize municipal budgets which are oftentimes 

limited; and 

• lastly, it appears that matters of Provincial interest under the Planning Act have 

not been considered prior to the request from the City of Barrie to annex Oro-

Medonte’s lands. 

 
The objective of land use planning is to ensure that, to the extent possible, disruptive 

uses are not placed adjacent to one another, that safe and vibrant communities can be 

created, and that uses are consistent with the intent of municipal Official Plans.  
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The placement of industrial lands within the proposed location of Oro-Medonte would 

establish incompatible industrial uses across the street from adjacent residential zones, 

in the vicinity of Georgian College and Royal Victoria Regional Health Centre, consume 

prime agricultural, and negatively impact environmentally protected lands that provide 

habitat for species at risk. These industrial lands are situated three kilometres (3km) 

from a four-lane highway with exit ramps that are not designed for industrial traffic. The 

County of Simcoe owned and maintained sideroad is two-lanes that would require 

substantial upgrading and considerable funding to complete. Additionally, the exit/on 

ramp is one kilometre (1km) from the merge of Hwy 400 and Hwy 11, already a well-

known bottleneck.  

It is important to understand that currently, there are insufficient roadways for the 20,000 

employees the City of Barrie is forecasting for this site, let alone the raw materials and 

products that would be required to be transported 24/7 through the area. The industrial 

surface water runoff and wastewater would both be unsuitable for discharge to Lake 

Simcoe. Industrial effluent out letting to this sensitive area would be detrimental to the 

environmentally significant features in the area. One can hardly describe this situation 

as “good planning”, given there has not been an environmental review conducted.  

By comparison, the lands to the south that are already within City of Barrie borders, are 

serviced by a railroad, a six-lane highway, better road infrastructure, are less congested, 

not near the shores of Lake Simcoe, not surrounded by residential land uses, not in the 

midst of sensitive environmental lands, and above all else, are already zoned for 

industrial use through a planning process that required a wide breadth of studies to 
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ensure “good planning”. The water/wastewater servicing needs are pending for the 

lands located within the City of Barrie. 

“The cupboard is bare” - this suggests a couple of things. Firstly, that the financial 

planning of the City of Barrie has not been in concert with its Official Plan. It should go 

without saying that when one acquires land, then one ought to responsibly set out a 

plan to develop that land and budget the appropriate financial reserves to do so. Clearly 

this has not happened. At its January 8, 2024 public meeting, the City of Barrie 

indicated that this is not the first time that such neglectful planning has given rise to a 

land-use planning mistakes.  

The City of Barrie’s reference to “the cupboard is bare” also suggests that when elected 

officials are elected into office on zero-tax increase platforms, they and represented 

municipalities should be held accountable for future potential financial challenges. 

It is not reasonable to suggest or expect adjacent municipalities to surrender their land 

assets, taxation, or bear the brunt of what is clearly deficient planning options to 

compensate for poor financial and land-use planning that they had no part of. 

The relentless and steady erosion of urban centres of adjacent rural-agricultural 

communities will drive such communities into insolvency or high-taxation regimes. The 

Township of Oro-Medonte has held firm to its growth and heritage. We are fiscally 

responsible, and can meet our demands.  

Oro-Medonte is more than willing to engage in fair and fiscally responsible planning to 

protect our agricultural and rural areas for the benefit of all Ontarians. We want to be a 

helpful partner in the solution-driven necessity of building more homes faster, and 
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providing jobs for current and new Canadians. We want all residents to thrive in safe 

and well-designed communities.  

Oro-Medonte believes the City of Barrie should meaningfully negotiate towards these 

objectives with its partner communities of Simcoe County, Springwater and Oro-

Medonte, rather than be permitted to relinquish its financial and planning obligations to 

the Province.  

On Monday, January 15, 2024, the Township was presented with a petition from Oro-

Medonte residents with a significant number of signatures in opposition of the City of 

Barrie’s proposed boundary expansion (please see “Appendix C”).  

Therefore, we petition this Committee to require these cogoverned and cojoined 

communities to negotiate a mutually agreeable solution for the betterment of their 

present and future residents. 

Thank-you for affording us the opportunity to present the Township’s submission. 

 

Attachments: 
1. Appendix A – Township of Oro-Medonte Official Plan Schedule A Land Use 

depicting the City of Barrie’s land annexation proposal. 
2. Appendix B - Township of Springwater study areas. 
3. Appendix C – Petition received by the Township of Oro-Medonte from Oro-

Medonte residents. 
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