








LOOKING FORWARD

The Township of Oro-Medonte Climate Action Plan marks a critical step toward a more sustainable, resilient, and resource-efficient future.
By reducing greenhouse gas emissions, improving energy efficiency, and proactive planning, the Township is not only addressing the urgent
challenges of climate change, but also lowering operational costs, enhancing service delivery, and strengthening long-term

financial sustainability.

This Plan lays the foundation for responsible and sustainable growth, supporting environmental stewardship and ensuring a safe and
healthy environment for current and future generations. It will remain a living document, guided by data, community input, and emerging
opportunities, to support the Township in adapting, innovating, and thriving in the face of a changing climate.




APPENDIX

Key Terms

Adaptation: Taking proactive measures to prepare for and respond to the ongoing and future effects of climate change, ensuring resilience for
communities, infrastructure, and the natural environment.

BAU (Business-as-Usual) Scenario: A prediction of future emissions if no new climate actions are taken, based on current trends.

Climate: The long-term average of weather patterns—such as temperature, precipitation, and wind—typically measured over a period of
30 years or more in a specific region. Climate helps describe what kind of weather is normal for a location over time.

Climate Change: A long-term shift in global or regional climate patterns. Human activities such as the burning of fossil fuels, deforestation, and
industrial processes are driving present-day climate change. These changes result in rising global temperatures, altered precipitation patterns, and
more frequent and intense extreme weather events.

Co-benefits: Positive social, economic, and environmental changes resulting from climate policies or actions aimed at reducing climate risks,
GHG emissions, or both.

CO,e (Carbon Dioxide Equivalent): A way to combine all greenhouse gases into one number by comparing their warming effect to carbon
dioxide.

Community GHG Inventory: A report that adds up all emissions from residential homes, businesses, vehicles, and waste in a community.

Corporate GHG Inventory: A report that tracks emissions from municipal operations like buildings, vehicles, and public services. It’s part of the
community inventory.

Extreme Weather Event: A severe or unusual weather occurrence that is significantly different from the typical weather pattern for a region and
time of year, such as heatwaves, heavy rainfall, ice storms, droughts, hurricanes, and blizzards. These events can cause major disruptions to
communities, infrastructure, and ecosystems.

Greenhouse Gases (GHGs): Gases that trap heat in the atmosphere and are necessary to keep Earth warm; however, excess amounts can cause
climate change and warming. Examples include CO,, methane, and nitrous oxide.

Mitigation: Reducing GHG emissions to minimize future climate impacts and contribute to a more sustainable environment.
Resilience: The ability of communities or systems to recover from climate-related events like storms or heat waves.

Sustainability: Using resources in a way that meets today’s needs without harming the ability of future generations to meet theirs.
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