The African Methodist Episcopal
Church is unique in that it was built by
Black settlers on the first section of
land in Canada, initially set aside for a
regiment of Blacks, “The Coloured
Corps,” after the War of 1812. The
c lo s e p roximity to the
Penetanguishene Rd., was to bolster
defenses should the Americans attack
again.
The building has been preserved,
restored and protected by the citizens
of Oro-Medonte and other interested
groups. The Township of OroMedonte through the efforts of the
Oro-Medonte History Association
continues in this role today.
The outside protective siding conceals
thick squared logs that make up the
walls. These are clearly visible inside
the neat, whitewashed interior. On the
inside walls are hooks for coal oil
lamps, now long gone. The brick
chimney remains and the original dirt
floor has been covered with regular 2
X 6 planks. The pulpit and some
original rough-cut plank benches still
exist.
1808—A general survey of the area is
done with a Black as a surveyor’s
helper.

1812—Black regiment, “Captain
Runchey’s Coloured Corps.” is formed
to fight the Americans in the War of
1812.
1819—In recognition of their services
during the War of 1812, the government
granted Black veterans crown land and
lots in Oro Township, Simcoe County.
1821-1838—Between 20 and 30
families of Blacks acquired land in the
area.
1847—The land was purchased for a
cemetery and church from Noah
Morris, a Black settler, who owned the
corner of Conc. 3 and side road 10/11.
1849—The church was opened for
services.
The Black community
reached its apex in the 1840’s and then
gradually declined.
1900—Approximate time
services at the church.

of
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1947—Stone cairn erected.
1949—Restoration completed.
2002—Nationa l His t o ric Site
designation granted by Parks Canada.
Dedication service held in 2003.

Hours of Operation:
July and August
Saturdays 1—4pm
Tours welcomed by appointment only.
Remainder of year by appointment
only.
Admission:
By donation.
Accomodation:
For a complete list of area
accommodations/events,etc, contact the
Oro-Medonte Chamber of Commerce
at:
www.oromedontecc.com

To Reach Us…

Oro African Methodist
Episcopal Church
National Historic Site
Built 1849

Located in the heart of Ontario,
scenic Oro-Medonte Township.
Cairn erected in 1947 listing the
settler’s names.

Directions:
From Toronto: Take Hwy 400 N
through Barrie. Continue on Hwy 11 N
to Oro-Medonte Township. Exit at
Line 3, go over the overpass and
continue north on Line 3 N. The church
is at the corner of Line 3 and the Old
Barrie Rd..

Contact:
Oro-Medonte History Association,
C/o Township of Oro-Medonte
148 Line 7 South, Box 100
Oro, Ontario LOL 2XO
(705) 487-2171 or
www.oro-medonte.ca

