
Fire Prevention Week  
Since 1922, Fire Prevention Week was recognized to honor the Great Chicago Fire in 1871 that killed 
more than 250 people, left 10,000 homeless and destroyed more than 17,400 structures and burned 
more than 2000 acres.  
From October 5-11, 2014 the Oro-Medonte Fire & Emergency Services Department is joining forces with 
the nonprofit National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) to remind residents that ‘Working Smoke 
Alarms Save Lives, Test Yours Every Month.' During this year's fire safety campaign, fire departments will 
be spreading the word about the danger of homes with no smoke alarms or no working smoke alarms. 3 
out of 5 Fire deaths result from fires in homes with no smoke alarms or no working smoke alarms. 
With today’s modern furnishings and construction, you may have as little as 3 minutes to escape a home 
fire. Early detection saves lives, your safety is your responsibility. Only working smoke alarms save lives. 
In fact, smoke alarms can increase your chances of surviving a fire by up to 50%!. Ontario law requires 
that working smoke alarms be located on every storey of the home and outside all sleeping areas. 

Oro- Medonte Fire and Emergency Service want to make sure you: 

• Test smoke alarms monthly. 
• Change the batteries once a year.  
• Replace smoke alarms after 10 years.  
• Develop and practice a home fire escape plan with everyone in your household.  

Smoke Alarm Facts 
• Almost three of five (60%) of reported home fire deaths in 2007 to 2011 resulted from fires in homes with 

no smoke alarms or no working smoke alarms. 

• Working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in reported home fires in half. 

• In fires considered large enough to activate the smoke alarm, hardwired alarms operated 93% of the time, 
while battery powered alarms operated only 79% of the time. 

• When smoke alarms fail to operate, it is usually because batteries are missing, disconnected, or dead. 

• An ionization smoke alarm is generally more responsive to flaming fires and a photoelectric smoke alarm 
is generally more responsive to smoldering fires. For the best protection, or where extra time is needed, 
to awaken or assist others, both types of alarms, or combination ionization and photoelectric alarms are 
recommended.  

 

We all need to take time to think about fire safety in our homes and implement fire safety practices in our 
daily lives. Only then can we prevent damaging or deadly fires from occurring. 

Fire Prevention Week is actively supported by fire departments across the county. Fire Prevention Week 
is the longest running public health and safety observance on record. 

 The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) is the world's leading advocate of fire prevention and an 
authoritative source on public safety, NFPA develops, publishes, and disseminates more than 300 
consensus codes and standards intended to minimize the possibility and effects of fire and other risks. 
For more information, please visit www.nfpa.org.  
 

Oro-Medonte Fire & Emergency Services Department Fire Prevention Week activities will take place 
throughout the community all week long. Prevention week will wrap up on Saturday October 11, 2014              
11:00am - 1:00pm at Fire Headquarters. Firefighters will be hosting a Fire Prevention Open House. 
Please join us for a BBQ, view our trucks, participate in lots of fun learning activities and utilize our 
resources. 


