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For the most up-to-date information regarding Township of Oro-Medonte
services and programs, please visit oro-medonte.ca/covid19 and follow us on

#supportlocal

Facebook at facebook.com/OroMedonte and Twitter at twitter.com/TwpOroMedonte.

LOCAL
S H O P

For the most up-to-date information regarding Township of Oro-Medonte
services and programs, please visit oro-medonte.ca/covid19 and follow us on

#supportlocal

Facebook at facebook.com/OroMedonte and Twitter at twitter.com/TwpOroMedonte.

LOCAL
S H O P

Buy online
Curbside pickup

Share positive experiences on social 
media

Provide a positive review
Purchase gift certifi cates

Restaurants
Home Goods Stores

Gift Shops & Artisans
Producers

Outdoor experiences
Service providers

Show Oro-Medonte Business 
some love & support:

keep our community strong, 
consider supporting your local:
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The arrival of spring brings with it a special hope of 
reprieve from the challenges and uncertainty associated 
with the COVID-19 pandemic. We all look forward to 
events that enable personal interactions that connect 
to the broader community, and fi nding out what is 
happening.
This Community Information Guide provides reliable 
information and updates for those who prefer having a 
paper to read, that helps answer the question “what’s 
new”?
• Population - the population of Oro-Medonte increased 

by approximately 2% per year since the 2016 census, 
and is among lower increases in population for 
municipalities within Simcoe County.  

• High Speed Internet - fi bre conduits are in the process 
of being installed by crews throughout the township. 
Thanks to the eff orts of the Internet Connectivity 
Task Force, much of the work that is currently taking 
place is a result of receiving funding through a grant 
from Southwestern Integrated Fibre Technology Inc. 
(SWIFT). The Federal Government has committed to 
having high speed internet available to everyone in 
Canada by 2025.  The Internet Connectivity Task Force 
is continually working to provide internet suppliers with 
information needed to obtain funding for projects in 
Oro-Medonte.

• Growth in Orillia - the City of Orillia has reviewed their 
growth needs and determined there is insuffi  cient land 
in the City’s geographic boundary. The City is currently 
completing a technical review, and have identifi ed 
a study area that includes lands in Oro-Medonte as 
potential areas for expansion, inclusive of 380 hectares 
(936 acres) that will impact Oro-Medonte and Severn 
Township.  Tax implications result from the City of 
Orillia expanding their geographic boundary. The 
Township is engaged, and we are actively following the 
City of Orillia’s process and engagement with impacted 
municipalities, and the County of Simcoe.  Oro-
Medonte residents will be kept informed of the process 
as updates become available. 

• Fire Station Upgrades - the Township’s updated 
Fire Master Plan identifi ed the need for upgrades to 
facilities. This will provide better working and training 
facilities for our fi refi ghters and the ability to ensure 
required emergency response time is met.  The Shanty 
Bay Station (Station 1), a new modern facility began 
operations in 2021, in its new location at 300 Line 3 
South. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 public health 
measures, we have not had an opportunity to celebrate 
the new station; but look forward to a formal opening 
as COVID-19 public health measures gradually lift.
This spring/summer construction will begin in East 
Oro to provide Station 2 (Hawkestone) and Station 4 
(Rugby) with a new modern facility meeting operational 
fi refi ghting and emergency services requirements 

today, and into the future.  
Decisions regarding use of 
the three Township facilities 
replaced with new fi re stations 
will be determined by Council in the future.

• Automated External Defi brillators (AED’s) - 
advancements have been made in AED’s that enable 
their use without prior training. Additionally, they can 
be positioned in SaveStation Towers outdoors.  During 
summer 2021, two SaveStation Towers with life-saving 
AED’s were donated and installed at Horseshoe Resort.  
Following this, working with community partners and 
volunteers, SaveStation Towers were also installed in 
the pavilion at Horseshoe Valley Memorial Park and 
Craighurst Pharmacy. The Township looks forward to 
expanding availability of Save Stations in other public 
locations throughout the community in the near future.

• Insurance - during the past three years the Township 
implemented a Risk Reduction Strategy that secured 
Township insurance rates.  This strategy has avoided 
payment of approximately one million dollars in 
insurance premiums.  Oro-Medonte will experience a 
9% insurance increase for 2022.  A number of Ontario 
municipalities have seen increases as high as 39%. 
One of the key factors for large increases relates to 
Cyber Liability.

• Traffi  c Safety Task Force - the Traffi  c Safety Task Force 
continues to meet monthly for the purpose of providing 
a community perspective on road safety issues and 
policies.  Details regarding steps taken to improve 
safety related to speed across the township and other 
traffi  c safety initiatives can be found on pages 7 and 8.

• Industrial Lands – privately owned industrial lands 
located across Highway 11 from the Oro-Medonte 
Community Arena, off  of Line 4 South, have been in 
demand for years.  Several companies have recently 
purchased lots and are in the process of locating 
businesses.

We hope you will fi nd information in this edition of the 
Community Information Guide informative, interesting and 
helpful.

Greeting from Mayor Hughes 
and Members of Council

This Community Information Guide is written and edited 
by the Township of Oro-Medonte. Graphic design 

services by Township of Oro-Medonte and Metroland 
Media. Printing services by McLaren Press Graphics Ltd.

Select photographs: copyright Township of Oro-
Medonte; courtesy of Eamonn O’Connell, Andrea Hamlin 

Photography and Lynda Chan Photography

For a copy of the Guide in an accessible format, please 
contact the Township Administration Centre at 705-487-

2171.
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MAyOR & MEMBERS Of COUNCIL 2018-2022

WARD 4WARD 3

WARD 1

WARD 5

WARD 2

SHAWN SCOTT
Ward 4 Councillor

Shawn.Scott@oro-medonte.ca
705-487-4004

CATHY KEANE
Ward 3 Councillor

Cathy.Keane@oro-medonte.ca
705-487-4003

 IAN VEITCH
Ward 1 Councillor

Ian.Veitch@oro-medonte.ca
705-487-4001

TAMMY DESOUSA
Ward 2 Councillor

Tammy.Desousa@oro-medonte.ca
705-487-4002

RANDY GREENLAW
Ward 5 Councillor

Randy.Greenlaw@oro-medonte.ca
705-487-4005

For information on Mayor & Members of Council, please visit Oro-Medonte.ca/Council

HARRY HUGHES
Mayor

Harry.Hughes@oro-medonte.ca
705-487-4000

RALPH HOUGH
Deputy Mayor

Ralph.Hough@oro-medonte.ca
705-487-4006

CONTACTING MEMBERS OF COUNCIL
Members of Council may be contacted by e-mail or telephone.  

Please note when e-mail correspondence is sent to all members of Council, it is common practice that 
the Ward Councillor will provide a response, and copy all members of Council, and appropriate staff.

mailto:Harry.Hughes@oro-medonte.ca
mailto:Ralph.Hough@oro-medonte.ca
mailto:Tammy.Desousa@oro-medonte.ca
mailto:Ian.Veitch@oro-medonte.ca
mailto:Cathy.Keane@oro-medonte.ca
mailto:Shawn.Scott@oro-medonte.ca
mailto:Randy.Greenlaw@oro-medonte.ca
https://www.oro-medonte.ca/council-committees/council
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TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATION  
CENTRE CLOSURES
The Township Administration Centre is closed for all statutory 
holidays. Upcoming office closures include:
• Victoria Day – Monday, May 23rd
• Canada Day – Friday, July 1st
• Civic Holiday – Monday, August 1st
• Labour Day – Monday, September 5th
• Good Friday - Friday, April 15th
• Easter Monday - Monday, April 18th

TOWNSHIP INfORMATION

MAILING ADDRESS
Township of Oro-Medonte

148 Line 7 South
Oro-Medonte, Ontario

L0L 2E0

REGULAR BUSINESS 
HOURS

Monday to Friday
(excluding statutory holidays)

8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

GENERAL INQUIRIES
Email: info@oro-medonte.ca

Phone: (705) 487-2171
Fax: (705) 487-0133

Detailed information on 
municipal services is available 

on our website at 
oro-medonte.ca

A complete contact list for 
Council and staff is available 
by clicking the “Contact Us” 
link found at the top of the 

homepage.

MUNICIPAL 
SERvICES CONTACT 

INfORMATION

Follow Us on Twitter  
@TwpOroMedonte

Find Us on Facebook  
facebook.com/ 
OroMedonte

BARRIE – SPRINGWATER 
– ORO-MEDONTE

FEDERAL  
Doug Shipley, MP
Constituency Office: 
48 Alliance Boulevard, Unit 104, 
Barrie 
705-728-2596
Doug.Shipley@parl.gc.ca

PROVINCIAL
Doug Downey, MPP
Consituency Office
14-20 Bell Farm Road,
Barrie
705-726-5538
Doug.Downey@pc.ola.org

FEDERAL 
Adam Chambers, MP
Main Constituency Office:
504 Dominion Avenue
Midland
705-527-7654
Adam.Chambers@parl.gc.ca

Constituency Office:
575 West Street South, Suite 12
Orillia
705-327-0513

PROVINCIAL
Jill Dunlop, MPP
Constituency Office:
14 Coldwater Road W, Orillia 
705-326-3246
354 Midland Avenue, Midland 
705-526-8671 
Jill.Dunlop@pc.ola.org

SIMCOE NORTH

Your Local Members of 
Federal and Provincial Parliament

Please note: Due to the 
fluidity of the COVID-19 

pandemic, public access to 
the Administration Centre and 
Township facilities could be 

restricted.  Please visit 
oro-medonte.ca and 

oro-medonte.ca/covid19 for 
additional information before 

planning to visit Township 
facilities.

mailto:Doug.Shipley@parl.gc.ca
mailto:Doug.Downey@pc.ola.org
https://www.oro-medonte.ca/
https://www.oro-medonte.ca/covid19
mailto:Adam.Chambers@parl.gc.ca
mailto:Jill.Dunlop@pc.ola.org
https://twitter.com/twporomedonte
https://www.facebook.com/OroMedo
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What’s Happening 
in the Township
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TRAffIC SAfETy
Highway 12 and Warminster 
Sideroad Intersection
Highway 12, classified as a King’s highway, runs 
directly through the community of Warminster.  
The highway was reconstructed in 2017. Due 
to safety concerns and the rapid growth of 
Warminster, during the reconstruction project, 
the Township made a request to the Ministry of 
Transportation (MTO) for traffic lights at the Highway 
12 and Warminster Sideroad intersection.  Instead, 
the MTO replaced the crosswalk signal with a new 
pedestrian crossover signal.  Following installation, the 
Township and community members expressed concerns 
to the MTO regarding inadequacy with regards to safety 
of the signal at this crossing.

Following correspondence from the Township to 
Minister Mulroney, Minister of Transportation, the MTO 
conducted a Safety and Operational Review of the 
intersection in 2021.  Their review concluded that the 
current pedestrian crossover signal is effective in this 
application, despite the replacement of a similar signal 
in Hillsdale, and the Province’s discontinuation of the 
use of this signal.  However, the MTO has suggested the 
Township could replace the signal with an intersection 
pedestrian signal at the Township’s expense – a cost 
which translates into more than a 1% tax increase.

While the Township maintains the position that 
replacement should be the responsibility of the MTO 
given the inherent safety issues with the crossing 
signal installed only 4 years ago (which resulted in their 
discontinued use), and the fact Highway 12 is under 
Provincial jurisdiction, Oro-Medonte Council advanced 
design of a crossing signal upgrade in 2021, which is 
currently underway. 

The Township also retained a traffic engineer to conduct 
a signal compliance review in December, 2021, which 
highlighted a significant issue with non-compliance with 
over 50% of vehicles not stopping when crossing was 
activated.  

Most recently, as part of the annual Rural Ontario 
Municipal Association conference held in January, 
2022, Mayor Hughes, MPP Downey, MPP Dunlop, and 
Township staff met with Ministry Mulroney and MTO 
staff to discuss replacement of the current crosswalk 
signal, with an intersection pedestrian signal.  All 
aspects of replacement were discussed, including 
financial implications. 

The Township remains fully committed to addressing 
the safety of the intersection, and continues to work 
diligently with the MTO to ensure the best long term 
solution is considered and implemented.

Line 15 North from Old Barrie Road to 
Highway 12
Due to growth in the City of Orillia, a section of Line 15 
North within close proximity to a popular swimming area 
of Bass Lake has become a heavily travelled road within 
the Township, creating a number of safety concerns.

In consultation with area residents, interventions to 
calm traffic have been implemented and are being 
monitored, while additional options are being reviewed 
and considered for 2022.

Line 15 North between Bass Lake Sideroad and Old 
Barrie Road is a boundary road with responsibilities 
shared between the Township of Oro-Medonte, and 
the City of Orillia. Taking into consideration current and 
planned development within the western limits of the 
City of Orillia, the Township is working with the City 
to manage growth related traffic considerations on 
boundary and Township roads. 

Traffic Safety Task Force
The Council initiated Traffic Safety Task Force (TSTF) 
consisting of OPP, five residents, senior staff, two 
members of Council, and the Mayor continue to meet 
monthly for the purpose of providing a community 
perspective on road safety issues and policies.

Additionally, the TSTF continues to seek best practices 
and provide recommendations on ways to improve 
safety on Township roads for drivers, cyclists, and other 
road users.

Public awareness and education are key aspects of the 
task force as demonstrated by various “Please Slow 
Down” campaigns in 2021 utilizing the Township’s 
corporate social media channels and local media.

In 2021, the TSTF implemented a specialized wrapped 
fleet vehicle which is parked at various locations in the 
township, reminding drivers to slow down.  This initiative 
has proven to be beneficial exemplified by positive 
comments from residents throughout the Township 
indicating a reduction in speed in areas where the fleet 
vehicle is parked.



8

 

Township Capital Roads 
Program
The Township of Oro-Medonte maintains approximately 
1230 lane km of roads, and 50 bridges and structures 
throughout the municipality.  To put this into 
perspective, it would take approximately 12 hours 
driving at 100 km/hour to drive up one side, and 
down the other side of all the roads maintained by the 
Township.  

Road maintenance, repair, and reconstruction schedules 
are based on a number of factors. Road works are 
prioritized according to roads needs studies and 
pavement condition assessments, as well as the 
amount of available funding through the municipal 
budget to complete projects in a given year. It is not 
simply a “worst first” approach and involves cost/
benefit analysis, risk management considerations, and 
balancing the needs of all infrastructure. 

In 2021, to capitalize on historically low interest rates 
and to address roads needs across the Township, 
Council supported an additional $4 Million in funding 
over 2021-2022. 

The 2022 Roads Capital Program consists of a number 
of road, bridge, walkway, traffic safety and drainage 
improvement projects throughout the Township. Many 
projects take several years to complete starting with 
design, drainage, and then construction. A total of 
$7,675,000 is being invested in the 2022 Roads Capital 
Program.

Please refer to the map for Township road improvements 
planned for 2022.

2022
Road
Improvements
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Road safety is predicated on the 
5 E’s - Engineering, Education, 
Enforcement, Evaluation and 
Engagement.  The task force 
will use information and data to 
focus and measure the success 
of its initiatives.  It is important to 
note that community and agency 
cooperation is key to achieving the 
TSTF’s mandate.

In 2022, the TSTF will be launching 
public education/awareness 
initiatives including installation of 
dynamic radar signs across the 
Township, further reminding drivers 

to slow down and pay attention.  
Dynamic radar signs display the 
speeds of oncoming vehicles with 
messaging such as “YOUR SPEED”, 
“SLOW DOWN”, or “REDUCE 
SPEED”.  The operating speed 
electronically displayed is a strong 
visual reminder for drivers to comply 
with posted speed limits.  

Please note, driving complaints 
can be reported online at opp.ca/
reporting.

TRAffIC SAfETy

https://www.opp.ca/index.php?id=132&lng=en
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CORPORATE INITIATIvES
Corporate Initiatives
Parks and Recreation Master Plan
The Township is in the process of developing a Parks & 
Recreation Master Plan that will determine how to best 
meet community needs for parks, recreation and related 
activities (i.e. arts, culture and leisure) now, and in the future. 
In addition, the plan will also:
• Identify potential capital project priorities
• Optimize service delivery (operations, partnerships, 

funding allocations, etc.)
• Guide asset management practices
• Provide Council and staff with a point of reference that 

can assist with decision making to ensure decisions are 
data driven and transparent

Thank you to all Oro-Medonte residents who completed 
surveys and participated in the engagement process during 
the fall/early winter of 2021.

The project team is currently focused on next steps 
pertaining to development of the plan. 

To stay up-to-date on development of the Parks & 
Recreation Master Plan including frequently asked 
questions, background information and project timelines, 
please visit oro-medonte.ca/prmp.

Official Plan Review Update
The Township of Oro-Medonte is undertaking an Official 
Plan Review (OPR) and Comprehensive Zoning By-law 
Update in order to update both documents that were 
originally adopted in 1997.  Based on Provincial legislation, 
the OPR is required to be completed before July, 2022.

Oro-Medonte’s OPR is in the process of being completed by 
Township staff, guided by an updated project work plan and 
timelines.

For information and ongoing updates including the draft 
Official Plan document, ways to provide your input, and any 
notices for future meetings, please visit oro-medonte.ca/
opr.

Economic Development  
Strategy Review
The vision for Economic Development in the Township is to 
use a balanced growth approach, focused on growing and 
attracting business, tourism development and residential 
growth.  

The current 2018-2022 Economic Development Strategy 
includes the following four goals:
1. Champion improved access to key infrastructure such as 

internet and natural gas.
2. Address existing barriers to residential, commercial, and 

industrial development.
3. Develop and promote Oro-Medonte as a premier four-

season tourism destination.
4. Provide a supportive environment for entrepreneurs to 

start, maintain, and grow a business.

Each of these goals have their own objectives, which the 
Township has been implementing working closely with the 
Economic Development Roundtable, an advisory group, 
who meet monthly. As well, the Township has been working 
with regional partners on COVID-19 support initiatives due 
to the impacts on local businesses. 

The current Economic Development strategy will be 
reviewed in 2022 - this will include opportunities for the 
community to provide their perspectives and input. 

Please visit oro-medonte.ca and follow the Township’s 
social media channels - facebook.com/OroMedonte and 
twitter.com/twporomedonte for upcoming engagement 
opportunities.

Township and Simcoe 
County District School Board 
Community Centre Partnership 
Update
In partnership with the Simcoe County District School Board 
(SCDSB), the Township is pleased to be taking next steps 
towards the establishment of a new school and community 
centre located at Line 4N and Horseshoe Valley Road.

The school will include: 3 kindergarten classrooms, 11 
regular classrooms, a learning centre, 2 resource rooms, a 
library and a full-size gymnasium. The community centre 
will share the enhanced gymnasium with the school, and 
will also include multi-purpose space and space for the 
provision of Township Services, with space allocation to 
allow future phasing of additional amenities. 

Preliminary site work began in 2021 with tree clearing 
to accommodate the construction area, and facilitate 
necessary future earthworks. 

Construction activities for the project will be confined to 
specific areas of the site, with the existing forest and trail 
system preserved as much as possible for the continued 
enjoyment of the community.  For the safety of residents 
and neighbours, the Township and SCDSB ask for your 
cooperation and patience throughout the construction 
process - please avoid construction areas which are 
identified by fencing and signage.  

To stay up-to-date on development of the Community 
Centre Partnership including background information, 
please visit oro-medonte.ca/Pages/Community-Centre-
Partnership.aspx.

https://www.oro-medonte.ca/prmp
https://www.oro-medonte.ca/opr
https://www.facebook.com/OroMedonte
https://twitter.com/twporomedonte
https://www.oro-medonte.ca/Pages/Community-Centre-Partnership.aspx
https://www.oro-medonte.ca/
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BUSINESS DEvELOPMENT

Industrial Development 
Business development in Oro-Medonte is strong. The 
4th Line Guthrie Industrial Park has seen significant 
activity including new industrial developments in addition 
to expansions of local businesses. The Township is 
pleased to see development activities happening on these 
economic development zoned lands. 

Oro Station, Canada’s Home  
for Automotive Enthusiasts  
and Innovators
Oro Station continues to move forward through the 
processes of their extensive automotive development 
along Line 7 across from the Lake Simcoe Regional Airport.
 
In 2021, Oro Station received design approval for the motor 
circuit from Fédération Internationale de l’Automobile (FIA), 
marking a significant milestone for the project; allowing 
local civil engineers and contractors to begin planning 
the execution of the circuit designed by UK firm Driven 
International.  

The team announced significant partnerships including 
Policaro Group to build the circuit clubhouse, Ettractive’s 
expansion to drive automation innovation and sustainability 
at the on site campus, and Georgian College to expand 
their automotive curriculum. Over the past year the group 
has received the Conservation Authority’s development 
permit, the Ministry of Environment’s Compliance Approval, 
Plan of Subdivision, and are finalizing Site Plan Approval 
with a goal to begin construction this spring. 

For detailed information, please visit orostation.ca.

village of Craighurst
The village of Craighurst is a growing and thriving 
community, welcoming and expanding businesses. 

 Early in 2021, Chelsea Chocolates (chelseachocolates.
com) was purchased by a new owner, and moved 
to a new location; now conveniently located at the 
four corners in Craighurst in the same location as HQ 
Restaurant   (hqtaphouse.ca) and the Aquatic and 
Environmental Lab (aquaticandenvironmentallab.ca).  
The Township welcomed Horseshoe Valley Veterinary 
Hospital (horseshoevalleyvet.com), a new business to 
the community in 2021 in the former Chelsea Chocolates 
location at 3471 Penetanguishene Road.

Additionally the Chilton Team Real Estate group 
(thechiltonteam.com) has opened a new office beside 
Dwellings (dwellingsdecor.ca) on Horseshoe Valley Road.

The Craighurst Guardian Pharmacy (guardian-ida-
remedysrx.ca) complex located at 2054 Horseshoe 
Valley Road West has welcomed Trax Hair Studio 
(facebook.com/TraxHairStudioSpa), Horseshoe Wellness 
Chiropractic & Acupuncture (horseshoevalleychiro.com) 
offering a variety of services, and a new doctor’s office - 
Horseshoe Valley Medical Clinic.

https://orostation.ca/
https://hqtaphouse.ca/
https://aquaticandenvironmentallab.ca/
https://www.horseshoevalleyvet.com/
https://thechiltonteam.com/
https://dwellingsdecor.ca/
http://www.horseshoevalleychiro.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TraxHairStudioSpa
https://www.guardian-ida-remedysrx.ca/
https://chelseachocolates.com/
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Working Locally
Are you looking to work locally? The Work in Simcoe 
County website (WorkInSimcoeCounty.ca) gathers 
all job postings in the area and across Simcoe County.  
Information regarding job demands and job search reports 
can also be found which can be useful tools for employers 
and job seekers.  For additional information, please visit 
WorkInSimcoeCounty.ca.

The Simcoe County, Barrie and Orillia Edge Factor 
Hub link (edgefactor.com/simcoeON) found on 
WorkInSimcoeCounty.ca, is a free tool for local job 
seekers, parents and educators. Edge Factor showcases 
career pathways and e-learning tools across various 
sectors, and off ers a suite of 
multimedia tools including 
inspiring stories and 
interactive activities for 
various STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, 
arts and math) careers, 
with a focus on skilled 
trades.

EMPLOyMENT AND BUSINESS SUPPORT

The Orillia Area Community 
Development Corporation (CDC) 
Helping businesses start, grow and succeed - the CDC 
provides counselling, training & funding to local businesses 
to support job creation, growth and innovation. They work 
with many community partners on various community 
economic development projects, to build an economy in 
Orillia & Lake Country that is prosperous, growing and 
sustainable. Businesses in local communities benefi t 
from the CDC’s diverse range of services including; loans 
for small businesses, counselling, access to business 
information, access to BizLink (a program connecting 
business buyers and sellers), business training and 
workshops, youth wage subsidies and employment. For 
additional information, please visit orilliacdc.com.
 

https://workinsimcoecounty.ca/
https://edgefactor.com/V5/pages/Welcome.aspx
https://www.orilliacdc.com/
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TOURISM IN ORO-MEDONTE 
Due to the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Economic Development Roundtable supported Township 
staff’s focus on support to the tourism industry. In 2021 
a funding application was submitted and approved from 
Simcoe County Economic Development. 

Oro-Medonte Council approved the development of a 
multi-phased Tourism Strategy for the Township. Phase 
one was the completion of a Tourism Product Gap 
Analysis, and Policy Recommendations Project in 2021. 
The next phase is a Tourism Destination Action Plan 
to determine the role for the Township in tourism.  This 
phase will include public and business engagement with 
completion expected by June 2022. 

Township Council approved a Tourism Wayfinding Strategy 
in the summer of 2021. Staff will continue to pursue 
funding opportunities to match or leverage the budget for 
strategy implementation, which will include fabrication 
and installation of wayfinding signage along Municipal 
roadways. 

In 2021, the Township worked closely with our regional 
tourism partners to support small businesses in the 
Township. A series of stories were written and shared 
through digital media promoting local businesses. We 
also focused on Agri-Tourism and the importance of our 
farmers and producers; providing the opportunity to tell 
their story through a video and photography partnership 
with Orillia & Lake Country Tourism, Tourism Simcoe 
County and RTO7. The Agri-Tourism video series will be 
launched in 2022 through digital platforms. The Township 
will continue to pursue opportunities with our partners to 
support this sector. 

Throughout 2021 and into 2022, the Township has seen 
growth in local tourism operations – we are excited 
to welcome new tourism experience businesses to 
the community.  Recent tourism related business 
developments in Oro-Medonte include:

vetta Spa
vettaspa.com 
Veta Spa opened officially to the public in January 2022.  
For those looking for rest and relaxation, beautiful Vetta 
spa is welcoming locals and visitors to experience the 
Finnish inspired spa.

Quayle’s Brewery
quaylesbrewery.ca 
Quale’s Brewery expanded their patio adding new fire tables 
and heaters, as well as the addition of a new skating rink. 
In the summer of 2021 Quayle’s Brewery added a new beer 
garden, providing more space for visitors and expanding 
their offerings.  New events and opportunities were also 
added, with continued exciting plans for the future.

The Lovely Tea House
thelovelyhouse.ca 
The Lovely Tea House recently moved locations from 
Craighurst to a beautiful new spot, in a Victorian Style 
Home, at the corner of Line 5 and Highway 11 South. 
This new location allows for intimate events and provides 
some wonderful ‘shop local’ opportunities in their upstairs 
space. 

Glen Oro Eco Retreat 
glenoro.com 
This unique accommodation tourism attraction has done 
extremely well with their Stargazer domes and explorers 
tents, and are currently developing expansion plans.  
In 2022 Glen Oro Eco Retreat plans to add new larger 
Galaxygazer domes which will accommodate larger 
groups.

Horseshoe Resort 
horseshoeresort.com 
The resort was recently purchased by Freed Hotels and 
Resorts. Freed also owns other premier Ontario resorts 
including Muskoka Bay Resort, recently purchased 
Deerhurst, and remaining lands at Blue Mountain.

Please consider making family and friends visiting our 
beautiful community aware of these unique experiences.  
As a reminder, you can follow each of these businesses on 
their social media channels.

https://thelovelyhouse.ca/
https://glenoro.com/
https://horseshoeresort.com/
https://vettaspa.com/
https://quaylesbrewery.ca/
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TOURISM IN ORO-MEDONTE 

Oro-Medonte Chamber of 
Commerce & Tourism
In 2021, Oro-Medonte Chamber of Commerce rebranded, 
incorporating “Tourism” into their name, to support 
local tourism businesses, and created a new logo.  Oro-
Medonte Chamber of Commerce & Tourism is currently 
developing a new website. 

2021 was an active year for the Chamber, including the 
Oro-Medonte Farmers Market that kicked off Canada 
Day at the Oro Fairgrounds. The Farmers Market was 
an excellent way to shop local and support farmers and 
producers. For 2022, the Market is planning to run on 
every Thursday afternoon after Opening Day (Canada Day). 

Mystical Lights, a new drive through winter festival of 
lights, also held at the Oro Fairgrounds, was a great 
success with local residents, and safely bringing visitors 
to the area. The Chamber is grateful to sponsors and 
volunteers who participated in 2021, and are hopeful to run 
a similar event in 2022. 

The Chamber was successful with a grant application 
in 2021 to promote “Shop Local”.  Monty the Alpaca, a 
very popular and loved mascot could be seen at various 
businesses throughout the holiday season encouraging 
residents to shop in the Township.

For detailed information, please visit oromedontecc.com.

Orillia & Lake Country Tourism  
Orillia & Lake Country Tourism (OLCT) is a non-profit 
destination marketing organization, working collaboratively 
with supporting municipalities and tourism businesses in 
the region. The organization’s mission is to work with local 
tourism operators and partners to create and promote 
unique visitor experiences, resulting in cherished memories 
and a robust tourism economy. OLCT’s objectives are 
to strengthen partnerships, deliver strategic marketing 
campaigns, and create exemplary visitor experiences. 

OLTC’s current marketing initiatives include a refresh and 
update of the annual visitor guide, which will be available 
in print and digitally on the website. They continue their 
well-known marketing programs such as the twice-annual 
Flavours local dining campaign, Tap into Maple to promote 
all things maple in the region, as well as seasonal digital 
marketing campaigns to promote tourism assets in the 
region. 

OLCT and the Township work closely together to support 
local tourism businesses.  All tourism related businesses 
in the Township are eligible for a free listing on OLCT’s 
website as well as the opportunity to share events through 
the events calendar.   For detailed information, please visit 
orillialakecountry.ca.

https://orillialakecountry.ca/
http://www.oromedontecc.com/
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Internet Connectivity Task 
force
The Internet Connectivity Task Force (ICTF) meets 
regularly and continues to advocate on behalf of Oro-
Medonte residents and businesses.  Progress is also 
reviewed on a regular basis.  This group, consisting 
of highly knowledgeable and engaged community 
volunteers from across the Township and members of 
Council and staff, are very excited to see the progress 
actioned by Internet Service Providers (ISP’s) to connect 
more residents and businesses in the municipality.  The 
ICTF also recognizes more work needs to be done 
and continues to actively advocate for more reliable 
connections for Oro-Medonte’s rural residents and home 
based businesses, who have limited services.

The Township and the ICTF recognize the 
accomplishments of working closely with ISP’s and 
all levels of government as well as encouraging 
and supporting ISP’s to pursue available funding 
opportunities.  It is important to note that ISP’s have the 
necessary experience to execute projects; including the 
ability to design, build and run broadband infrastructure.

In late 2020, and into 2021, there were several 
announcements about internet expansion in the 
Township. Many of these projects are now underway.

Bell continues to advance their projects announced 
through the SWIFT funding program, which included 
fibre expansion to the communities of Edgar, Dalston, 
Bidwell, Craighurst, Horseshoe Valley, Sugarbush, 
Coulson, Moonstone and Hillsdale, with a goal for 
project completion in June 2022. To view these project 
areas please visit the Swift Rural Broadband map 
SwiftRuralBroadband.ca. 

Rogers continues to advance their fibre expansion 
projects along Horseshoe Valley Road from Prices 
Corners to Horseshoe Resort, as well as a project to 
connect Big Cedar Estates, and properties along Bass 
Lake Side Road between Line 12 and 13. 

In July 2021, it was announced the Government of 
Canada and the Government of Ontario have partnered 
to support large scale, fibre-based projects that will 
provide high-speed internet access to all corners of 
the province by the end 2025. The Township of Oro-
Medonte was included within this announcement; we 
anxiously await more detailed information. 

In addition to Fibre expansion, there have been new 
installations of telecommunications towers in the 
township; a critical part of the ongoing efforts to 
“Connect Oro-Medonte”. These towers have increased 
capacity to connect more residents through a wireless 

to the home (WTTH) connection, reaching a reported 
50/10 bandwidth. Several rural residents have reported 
success with Starlink, which uses high-speed, low 
latency connection with advanced satellites in a low 
orbit.  The service is available on first come, first served 
basis. It is great to see ongoing efforts to provide 
additional connection options to those who have 
internet challenges or have experienced challenges, and 
we hope to see these efforts continue. 

In 2021 the Township expanded its partnership with 
the University of Guelph Regional & Rural Broadband 
Program (R2B2).  Further analysis of the data collected 
through internet surveys and internet performance data 
was completed, with communication materials created.  
The full analysis can be found by visiting oro-medonte.
ca/connect.

The Township is aware there are still residents in the 
municipality who do not have an internet connection, 
while many others struggle with minimal, unreliable 
connections. It is important for residents and businesses 
in the community to continue to share this information 
with the Township.  The Township continues to collect 
data, and requests that residents periodically complete 
the online survey and internet performance test, which 
provide critical information and data to continue our 
advocacy efforts on your behalf. 

On behalf of the Township, thank you to the volunteers 
on the ICTF for their time and efforts over the last year 
and a half.

To stay-up-to-date and view details regarding Connect 
Oro-Medonte including participating in the survey, 
information regarding internet service providers, and all 
information pertaining to the Internet Connectivity Task 
Force, please visit oro-medonte.ca/connect.

CONNECT ORO-MEDONTE

https://swiftruralbroadband.ca/
https://www.oro-medonte.ca/connect
https://www.oro-medonte.ca/connect
https://www.oro-medonte.ca/connect
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Oro-Medonte was selected as a community stop for 
the 8th season of Rogers Hometown Hockey, for the 
2021/22 tour.

Considering the positive impact the game of hockey 
has on families throughout Oro-Medonte, and the 
community’s strong and positive hockey culture, Oro-
Medonte Council determined it was timely to celebrate a 
truly Canadian sport, and agreed to be a host community 
for the festival. 

Oro-Medonte Council also recognized the importance 
of Rogers Hometown Hockey providing an opportunity 
for people to enjoy a safe, public outdoor festival, 
after months of festivals and events being cancelled or 
postponed, due to COVID-19.

With very short notice and time to plan the festival, the 
community came together, resulting in the Oro-Medonte 
Rogers Hometown Hockey stop being a great success. 

To ensure the success of the festival, with careful 
consideration regarding COVID-19 health and safety 
measures, the festival venue required considerable 
space, with the availability of logistical requirements.  In 
partnership with the Township, Horseshoe Resort offered 
the ideal venue location.  Thank you to Jonathan Reid, 
Amber Currie and Nate Clingersmith from Horseshoe 
Resort, for going above and beyond, to ensure the 
festival venue was prepared and ready to welcome 
attendees, and the Rogers Hometown Hockey touring 
team.

The deeply rooted and special sense of community 
in Oro-Medonte was exemplified right from the onset 

of planning the festival.  Numerous volunteers and 
community groups pulled together in a very short 
period of time to ensure the success of the festival.  A 
special thank you to Scott Bjaanes, President of Oro 
Minor Hockey, NHL alumni Darryl Sittler, Ron Hoggarth, 
Oro-Medonte Chamber of Commerce, Orillia & Lake 
Country Tourism, Tourism Simcoe County, Oro District 
Lions Club, City of Orillia, Glen Oro Farm, and the 
numerous residents and businesses who participated 
in Sports Jersey/Cap Day, and decorated their homes 
and storefront windows painting the Township Red in 
preparation for the festival.  Oro-Medonte’s community 
spirit shone brightly and was evident township wide.

Thank you to local principals, teachers, teaching 
assistants, administrative staff and students, who 
through local schools, worked very hard to promote the 
festival and participated in school Spirit Days and Sports 
Jersey/Cap Day.

The magic of hockey was celebrated with fantastic 
weather during the three day festival with excellent 
attendance.  The final day was capped off with a live 
on-site broadcast with Ron MacLean and Tara Slone, 
sharing stories that celebrate hockey history and culture, 
which puts Oro-Medonte on Canada’s hockey map.  
The community came together to watch a Los Angeles 
Kings® @ Toronto Maple Leafs® game, hear unique and 
special Oro-Medonte hockey stories, and see the vast 
beauty of Oro-Medonte on a large outdoor screen at 
Horseshoe Resort.

Rogers Hometown Hockey in Oro-Medonte is certainly a 
festival not to be forgotten, with memories that will last a 
lifetime.

ROGERS HOMETOWN HOCkEy 
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CANNABIS
Cannabis Production and 
Processing facilities
Under the Cannabis Act, the Federal government 
issues licences for the production of cannabis to 
producers. Additionally, Health Canada is responsible 
for monitoring and enforcement of cannabis production 
facilities. However, this has not always proven helpful in 
addressing nuisance issues such as odour and noise.
 
In 2018, Council passed Interim Control By-law 2018-
109 to temporarily prohibit new cannabis production 
facilities while the Township studied the issue and 
determined next steps.  

In 2020, Council amended the Township’s Zoning By-
law by passing By-law 2020-046 to regulate locations 
of cannabis production facilities in the Township by 
directing them to industrial zones. This By-law is 
currently the subject of three appeals to the Ontario 
Land Tribunal (OLT) - the OLT has scheduled a hearing 
to be held in April 2022.  As a result of the OLT hearing, 

the amendment to the Township’s Zoning By-law cannot 
be implemented and is subject to the outcome of the 
OLT.  In the meantime, Interim Control By-law 2018-109 
remains in effect.

Council is committed to continuing to protect the 
interests of Oro-Medonte’s residents and has directed 
Planning Staff and the Township Solicitor to represent 
the Township in the matter of appeals. 

Further information regarding these appeals (OLT Case 
No. PL200194) can be found on the Local Planning 
Appeals Tribunal (OLT) E-status page by visiting:  
olt.gov.on.ca/tribunals/lpat/e-status/. Please note 
the OLT has granted party status to the Oro-Medonte 
Community Coalition Corp,. who are in support of the 
Township’s By-law. Oro-Medonte Community Coalition 
Corp. can be contacted at oromedontecoalition@
gmail.com.

For further information regarding cannabis production 
and processing facilities, please visit: oro-medonte.ca/
municipal-services/planning-information.

https://olt.gov.on.ca/tribunals/lpat/e-status/
mailto:oromedontecoalition@gmail.com
http://oromedonte.ca/municipal-services/planning-information
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RENTAL ACCOMMODATIONS

Short Term Rental 
Accommodations
In 2020, Council adopted By-law 2020-073 that clarifies 
the existing prohibition on commercial accommodations 
in dwelling units in the Township of Oro-Medonte, and 
adds a definition of Commercial Accommodation.

By-law 2020-073 was appealed to the Ontario Land 
Tribunal (OLT) and has been scheduled for a hearing, 
and is therefore not yet in effect.

Further information regarding the status of the 
appeal can be found at E-Status - Tribunals Ontario 
- Environment & Land Division (Ontario Land Tribunal 
(gov.on.ca)) – the Case Number is PL 200395.  Please 
note the OLT has granted party status to the Oro-
Medonte Good Neighbours Alliance Inc., who are in 

support of the Township’s By-law amendment. Oro-
Medonte Good Neighbours Alliance Inc. can be found 
by visiting: goodneighboursoromedonte.ca.

The Township currently has an Interim Control By-
law (ICBL) 2018-071 in effect that prohibits the use of 
lands within the Township of Oro-Medonte for Short 
Term Rental Accommodations, until an OLT decision is 
issued.

If you have a complaint regarding a short term rental 
accommodation By-law contravention, please contact 
Municipal Law Enforcement staff at 705-487-2171 and 
complete the comment/concern form by visiting: oro-
medonte.ca/municipal-services/municipal-law-(by-
law)-enforcement.

For further information regarding short term rental 
accommodations, please visit: oro-medonte.ca/
municipal-services/planning-information.

gov.on.ca
https://goodneighboursoromedonte.ca/
https://www.oro-medonte.ca/municipal-services/planning-information
http://oromedonte.ca/municipal-services/municipal-law-(bylaw)-enforcement
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SOCIAL MEDIA ARE YOU FOLLOWING US
ON FACEBOOK & TWITTER?
Our Social Media Channels are the best way for 
you to follow what is happening in the Township. 
We have seen an increase in followers to both 
Facebook and Twitter, make sure you are one of 
them. 

Keep yourself up-to-date with events, activities, 
Township news, notices and more by following our 
Facebook page at Facebook.com/OroMedonte and 
on Twitter.com  @TwpOroMedonte. This will keep 
you informed and provide easy and immediate 
access to the latest Township news and information.

Stay Connected With your Township
In addition to this Community Information Guide, the Township offers an array of options you 
can use to stay connected with your community and your Council.

VIEWING COUNCIL MEETINGS
Council meetings are available for viewing for 30 days 
from the date of each meeting through YouTube video 
recordings.  Please subscribe to our  YouTube.com 
channel, Township of Oro-Medonte for viewing.

CORPORATE PROJECTS STATUS UPDATE
Township staff produce a Corporate Projects Status 
Update. This report helps keep Council, residents, and 
business owners informed about major municipal projects 
that are being worked on at any given time throughout 
Oro-Medonte.

The report appears on Council Agendas under the 
Reports of Municipal Officers heading. 

DIGITAL PRINT
Township of Oro-Medonte News appears in every 
edition of the bi-monthly local publication North Simcoe 
Life. Updates from Council, timely seasonal reminders, 
and community activities are highlighted to keep you 
informed.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN ELECTRONIC 
MEETINGS
The Township of Oro-Medonte has amended its 
Procedural By-law to allow for electronic participation at 
Council meetings during a declared emergency. Protocols 
have been established to advise how to participate in the 
public portions of these meetings.  Please visit  
oro-medonte.ca/Pages/Public-Participation.aspx for 
more information, including how to participate in Open 
Forum or request a deputation/presentation.

LIVE STREAMING
Township of Oro-Medonte Council meetings are live 
streamed.  Please visit 
youtube.com/c/TownshipofOroMedonte to view 
meetings live.

COMMUNICATIONS CORNER

COUNCIL PORTAL
The Township’s Council Portal provides you with up to 
the minute information about upcoming Council and 
Committee meetings. Within the Portal you can:
 
• Subscribe to meetings that interest you to receive 
 email notifications when agendas are posted.
• Review agendas and minutes within the 
 Meeting area. 
• View upcoming and past meetings using
 the Calendar. 
• Search for agenda documents and minutes in 
 our online library. 
• Find contact information for your Ward Councillor   
 in our Welcome area.

To access the Portal, visit Oro-Medonte.ca and    
click the Council Portal link under the Council &    
Committees menu at the top of the page.

https://www.facebook.com/OroMedonte
https://twitter.com/
https://www.oro-medonte.ca/
https://youtube.com/c/TownshipofOroMedonte
https://www.facebook.com/OroMedonte
https://twitter.com/twporomedonte
https://youtube.com/c/TownshipofOroMedonte
https://www.oro-medonte.ca/Pages/Public-Participation.aspx
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MUNICIPAL AND SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION 

2022 Municipal and School 
Board Election Information 
Election Day in Ontario is Monday, October 24, 2022.  
Please note key dates and information below regarding the 
Municipal and School Board Election for Oro-Medonte.

Nomination Day

Nomination Day is Monday, May 2, 2022.  Nomination 
Packages will be available from the Clerk’s Department as 
of April 25, 2022.  

Please note election candidates are not permitted to solicit 
or spend campaign funds until after Nomination Papers 
have been fi led with the Township of Oro-Medonte Clerk’s 
Division.  

Nomination Papers will be received by the Clerk’s 
Division by appointment only from Monday, May 2, 
2022 until August 19, 2022 at 2:00 p.m.

Voting Method

The 2022 Municipal Election voting method will be 
traditional paper ballots and vote by mail ballots by 
request. Tabulator equipment will be used to count votes. 

Offi ce of the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Ward 
Councillors

By-law 2021-093 re-divided the previous fi ve (5) wards 
into six (6) wards.  For the 2022 election, the Mayor, 
Deputy Mayor and Ward Councillors will be determined 
as follows:

• The Mayor will be elected by general vote
• Councillors to represent each of the six (6) wards shall 

be elected by ward
• The offi  ce of the Deputy Mayor will be appointed by 

Council from amongst one of the six (6) elected ward 
Councillors.

Voters’ List Information

Please visit voterlookup.ca to ensure you are on the 
Voters’ List for the 2022 Municipal and School Board 
election.

How to Stay Informed 

Please visit oro-medonte.ca for up-to-date election 
information or call the Township Offi  ce at 705-487-2171.

Mark your calendars for Monday, October 24, 2022 to have 
your say in the 2022 Municipal and School Board Election. 

vISIT vOTERLOOkUP.CA

ARE yOU ON THE LIST TO vOTE? vOTE 

2022 ONTARIO MUNICIPAL AND 
SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS

OCTOBER 24, 2022

https://voterlookup.ca/home.aspx
https://voterlookup.ca/home.aspx
https://www.oro-medonte.ca/
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Open Air Burning
An Open Air Burning Permit By-law (By-law No. 2019046) 
has been established for the purpose of enabling and 
regulating open air fires throughout the Township. With 
the By-law in place, a Burn Permit is required for all open 
air fires in Oro-Medonte. There is currently no cost to 
obtain an Open Air Burning Permit, which is valid until 
December 31st of the calendar year it is obtained.

The primary reason for implementing the Open Air 
Burning Permit By-law is surrounding public safety.  The 
permitting process provides an opportunity for Fire and 
Emergency Services staff to educate the public on safety 
tips, and preventative information.  Additionally, the Burn 
Permit Service will assist residents with 24 hour 7 day a 
week access to initiating their Open Air Burn, allowing 
Fire and Emergency Services staff electronic access of 
burns taking place throughout the community of Oro-
Medonte. This automated service will immediately verify 
the property associated with the telephone number, 
provide the current Fire Danger rating, and indicate 
whether conditions are safe to burn. Obtaining a Burn 
Permit has helped reduce the volume of responses to 
complaints for burning.

All burning must be approved as per the Ontario Fire 
Code Division B, Part 2, Article 2.4.4.4. Permits are 
required for all open air burning in the Township of Oro-
Medonte.

To obtain your Burn Permit, please visit 
om.burnpermits.com. To learn more information, 
including a list of frequently asked questions, please 
visit oro-medonte.ca/Pages/Open-Air-Burning.

fIRE SAfETy

Smoke Alarms
Installing smoke alarms correctly and making sure they 
are in working order is an important step to making your 
home and family safer from fire.

It is very important to have the required amount of 
smoke alarms in your home. Research has proven with 
today’s modern furnishings, there is less than 2 minutes 
to escape fire. Having a sufficient amount of properly 
located smoke alarms is essential and provides early 
detection to maximize the amount of available escape 
time. 

The Ontario Fire Code requires a minimum of installed 
smoke alarms inside every sleep room, in addition to 
outside each sleeping area, and on every level of the 
home (additional smoke alarms are required for larger 
homes). Homes built to earlier standards often don’t 
meet these minimum requirements. Homeowners are 
responsible for the maintenance of their alarms and 
should take proactive steps to make sure their home is 
compliant. 

Tips For Replacing Smoke Alarms Prior to Expiry

• Choose smoke alarms that have the CAN/ULC 
recognized testing laboratory label. 

• Mount smoke alarms high on walls or ceiling 
(smoke rises). Wall-mounted alarms should be 
installed not more than 12 inches away from the 
ceiling (to the top of the alarm).  

• If you have ceilings that are pitched, install the 
alarm within 3 feet of the peak but not within 
the apex of the peak (four inches down from the 
peak). 

• Never paint smoke alarms. Paint, stickers, or other 
decorations could prevent alarms from working. 

• For the best protection, interconnect all smoke 
alarms - when one smoke alarm sounds, they 
all sound. Interconnection can be installed 
by hard-wiring or wireless technology. When 
interconnected smoke alarms are installed, it is 
important that all of the alarms are from the same 
manufacturer. If the alarms are not compatible, 
they may not sound. 

• A hardwired alarm must be replaced with another 
hardwired alarm.

• Keep manufacturer’s instructions for reference. 

BY-LAW NO.
2019046

OPEN AIR 
BURNING 
PERMITS
To obtain your free 
Burn Permit, please visit 
om.burnpermits.com

om.burnpermits.com
https://www.oro-medonte.ca/Pages/Open-Air-Burning
https://om.burnpermits.com/


22

Emergency Preparedness 
Week – May 1-7, 2022 
Everyone has a role to play in an emergency.  Emergency 
Preparedness Week is an opportunity for you to take 
action to ensure you are prepared to protect yourself, 
your family and your community during an emergency. 

This year, the theme is Emergency Preparedness: 
Be Ready for Anything. The intent of this theme is to 
encourage Canadians to take action to become better 
prepared for the range of emergencies they could face 
in their region.

This national event is coordinated by Public Safety 
Canada, in close collaboration with provinces, territories, 
and partners. Oro-Medonte Fire & Emergency Services 
reminds all residents of the following Emergency 
Preparedness Week safety tips.

• Test smoke alarms at least once a month using the 
test button. 

• Make sure everyone in the home understands 
the sound of the smoke alarm and knows how to 
respond. 

• Smoke alarms with non-replaceable 10-year 
batteries are designed to remain eff ective for up 
to 10 years. If the alarm chirps, warning that the 
battery is low, replace the entire smoke alarm right 
away.

For additional information regarding smoke alarms, 
please visit nfpa.org.

Preparing and Tips For Severe Storms

• Stock up on heating fuel and ready-to-eat food, 
as well as battery-powered or wind-up fl ashlights 
and radios - and extra batteries.

• When a severe storm is on the horizon, the 
Meteorological Service of Canada issues watches, 
warnings and advisories through radio and 
television stations, the Weather Offi  ce Website, 
automated telephone information lines, and 
Environment Canada’s Weather radio.

• If a severe storm is forecasted, secure everything 
that might be blown around or torn loose - indoors 
and outdoors. Flying objects such as garbage 
cans and lawn furniture can injure people and 
damage property.

• Trim dead branches and cut down dead trees 
to reduce the danger of debris falling onto your 
house during a storm.

• If you are indoors, stay away from windows, doors 
and fi replaces.

• Consider going to a sheltered area that you 
and your family have identifi ed as part of your 
emergency plan.

• You can use a cellular telephone during a 
severe storm, but it’s not safe to use a land-line 
telephone.

• Never go out in a boat during a storm. If you 
are on the water and you see bad weather 
approaching, head for shore immediately. Always 
check the marine forecast before leaving for a day 
of boating and listen to weather reports during 
your cruise.

MAKE A PLAN
Have a survival kit for your 
family with enough supplies 
to last up to 72 hours.

COULD YOU 
SURVIVE 72 HOURS?

fIRE SAfETy

Smoke Alarms
The sound you 
can live with

https://www.nfpa.org/
https://www.oro-medonte.ca
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• If you are in a car, stop the car away from trees or 
power lines that could fall and stay in place until 
the storm clears.

• If you are advised by offi  cials to evacuate, do so 
and remember to take your emergency kit with 
you.

Preparing for Blizzards

• If a blizzard or heavy blowing snow is forecast, 
consider stringing a lifeline between your house 
and any outbuildings to which you may have to go 
during the storm.

• If you live on a farm, shelter animals. Generally, 
if the structure is sound, animals should be 
placed indoors. Once they are inside, secure all 
openings to the outside. It is recommended to 
shelter animals well in advance of blizzards to 
allow time for sheltering of people.  Remember to 
check water supplies for freezing – sadly, animals 
have lost their lives due to dehydration during the 
winter even with abundant water sources due to 
an inability to drink caused by frozen water.

Preparing for Hail

• If hail is forecast, consider putting vehicles in a 
garage or protective shelter.

Preparing for Heavy Rain

• Consider checking drainage around your house 
to reduce the possibility of basement fl ooding 
following heavy rainfall.

Preparing for Thunderstorms

• Before a severe thunderstorm, unplug radios 
and televisions and listen for weather updates 
on a battery-powered radio.

Firefi ghting Recruitment
Volunteer Firefi ghter Recruitment

Township of Oro-Medonte Fire & Emergency Services 
(OMFES) is committed to providing a high degree of 
emergency service to the Oro-Medonte community, and 
traveling public.

Volunteer fi refi ghting with OMFES is a rewarding and 
satisfying opportunity that often results in a tremendous 
sense of accomplishment and pride, refl ective of a job well 
done. 

Serving as a volunteer fi refi ghter with OMFES requires 
dedication, and signifi cant time commitments.  A personal 
decision to pursue volunteer fi refi ghting opportunities 
should be made following careful and thoughtful 
consideration.

Volunteer fi refi ghting recruitment typically occurs yearly, 
in April. However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
recruitment eff orts were temporarily paused during 2020 
and 2021.  

Information regarding volunteer fi refi ghter recruitment 
will be provided on the Township’s website.  Please visit 
oro-medonte.ca for additional information as it becomes 
available.

https://www.oro-medonte.ca/
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DEvELOPMENT SERvICES – BUILDING DIvISION 

Did you know that septic systems are the responsibility 
of the homeowner? It is up to you to keep your system 
working properly to protect your environment, your 
health and your investment. When properly designed, 
constructed and maintained, a septic system should 
provide long-term, eff ective treatment of your household 
wastewater. If you take good care of your system you 
will save yourself the time, money and worries involved 
in replacing a failed system. Failed systems can be 
hazardous to your health, the environment and your 
pocketbook. It can degrade water supplies and reduce 
your property value.  Please review the valuable tips 
provided to ensure the longevity of your system.

• familiarize yourself with the location              
of your system

• keep the tank access lid secure                   
to the riser at all times

• keep an as built system diagram                
in a safe place for reference

• keep accurate records of septic system 
maintenance and service calls

• test your well water at least three times a 
year - spring, summer and fall- for indicator bacteria

• have your tank inspected for sludge and scum buildup on 
a regular basis (3-5 years) and clean out when a third of 
depth of your tank is full of sludge and scum

• have your effl  uent fi lter checked and cleaned every year; if 
you don’t have an effl  uent fi lter, consider adding one

• divert surface water away from your leaching bed
• conserve water in the house to reduce the amount of 

wastewater that must be treated
• repair leaky plumbing fi xtures
• replace ineffi  cient toilets with low-fl ush models
• consider installing a lint fi lter on your washing machine’s 

discharge pipe
• spread the number of loads of laundry throughout the week

• enter a tank - gases and lack of         
oxygen can be fatal

• put cooking oils or food waste             
down the drain

• fl ush hazardous chemicals, 
pharmaceuticals, cigarette butts               
or sanitary products

• use a garbage disposal unit/garburator 
unless your system has been designed for it

• use special additives that are claimed to enhance the 
performance of your tank or system - you don’t need them!

• dig without knowing the location of your leaching bed
• drive or park over your tank or leaching bed
• pave over your leaching bed
• allow livestock on the leaching bed
• plant trees or shrubs too close to the septic tank or 

leaching bed
• connect rain gutters, storm drains, sump pumps or allow 

surface water to drain into a septic system
• connect leaching bed or greywater system to agricultural 

fi eld drainage
• discharge water softener backwash to the septic system 

unless your system has been designed for it
• drain hot tub and spa water to the septic system

!
Ask to See the License and Verify all 
Applicable Costs
Anyone in the business of pumping and cleaning 
septic tanks must be licensed by the Ontario 
Ministry of the Environment.

Anyone who installs, repairs or services septic 
tanks must be licensed by the Ontario Ministry of 
Municipal Aff airs and Housing.

DO:

DON’T:

 SEPTIC SYSTEMS 
DO’S AND DON’TS
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If you live in a rural area or a small community or if you 
have a cottage, chances are you have a septic system. 
Septic systems are onsite treatment units that eliminate 
the need for municipal sewers in rural areas.  Anything 
that goes down the drain — every shower drip and every 
toilet fl ush — fl ows to the septic system. Septic systems 
are comprised of a tank, a network of pipes and billions of 
organisms that process your waste. 

The most common septic system consists of a septic tank 
and leaching bed — all of which is hidden beneath the 
soil. All household wastewater exits your home through 

an underground pipe that leads to the buried septic tank. 
The waste fl ows to the fi rst compartment of the tank 
where the heavy solids settle and the lighter materials 
(fats, oils and grease) fl oat to the top as scum. Baffl  es and 
screens keep this scum layer from escaping the tank and 
fl owing to the leaching bed. This scum is removed when 
the tank is pumped during regular maintenance. In the 
second compartment of the tank, fi ner particles settle to 
the bottom. Organic materials break down in the tank. On 
newer systems, any remaining organic material is trapped 
and decomposes on a screen called the effl  uent fi lter 
located at the outlet of the tank.

DEvELOPMENT SERvICES – BUILDING DIvISION 

As required by the Ontario Building Code and Building Code Act, the Township continues to administer the 
provincially legislated Septic Maintenance Program in recurring 5-year cycles.  As various cycles either end 

or start, communication will be provided to all affected property owners.  The program includes requirements 
from both the municipality and property owners to gain compliance.  

Township Inspectors will continue to conduct inspections in 2022.  Township staff will be following strict 
COVID-19 Health and Safety Protocols during the public health crisis.  If you see an Inspector on your 

property, we ask that you do not approach them directly and respect physical distancing.

For more information on septic systems, please visit oro-medonte.ca/municipal-services/building-
information or contact a representative from the Building Department by calling 705-487-2171.

https://www.oro-medonte.ca/municipal-services/building-information
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BUILDING PERMITS
Building Permits
Planning your next construction project? A building permit 
is required for most projects including: accessory buildings 
over 10m2, decks, structural work and most renovations. 
Prior to beginning any work, you are encouraged to 
contact the Building Division to clarify if a permit is 
required for your project.  

A permit is important, as it ensures that all safety 
requirements specified in the Ontario Building Code are 
met. By obtaining a permit, you are also taking advantage 
of the professional expertise of the Building Division staff. 
Our staff is here to assist you through the process and 
can offer valuable suggestions to avoid problems that may 
occur. When construction has started without a permit, 
you will be subject to the following requirements upon 
application: 

1. the design for permit must be completed by a 
registered professional designer; and

2. an administration fee is charged in accordance 
with the Township’s Fees & Charges By-law 
(Currently double permit fee).

Online Building Permit 
Application – Cloudpermit
The Building Division is pleased to offer residents, builders, 
and the community Cloudpermit; an online application 
system that allows you to apply and track building permits, 
make payments, request inspections, and receive email 
updates on the building permit process. 

Cloudpermit allows you start an application and finish it 
later, and get up-to-date information on the status of your 
application anywhere, at any time. 

To apply for a building permit and additional information 
regarding Cloudpermit, please visit oro-medonte.ca/
municipal-services/building-information

For answers to commonly asked questions about 
Cloudpermit, please visit support.cloudpermit.com/
support/home or contact Oro-Medonte’s Building Division 
for assistance during business hours at 705-487-2171 or 
building@oro-medonte.ca.

Outstanding Permits
In an attempt to clean up older permit files, Building 
Division staff continue to send letters to property owners 
to notify them about their open and outstanding permits. 
Any permit that remains open and/or outstanding and is 3 
years or older from the permit issuance date is subject to a 
$100.00 annual file maintenance fee. There is typically no 
additional charge for inspections required on these older 
permits to have them closed. It is in the best interest of the 
property owner(s) and the Township to ensure compliance 
with the Ontario Building Code and to close these files 
in order to avoid complications in the future. If you have 
received a letter or have any specific questions about 
this process and your property, please do not hesitate to 
contact a Building Division team member. 

 

https://www.oro-medonte.ca/municipal-services/building-information
support.cloudpermit.com/support/home
https://www.oro-medonte.ca/municipal-services/building-information
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By-LAW
Canine Control
Canine Control Services are 
provided by the Township’s 
Municipal Law Enforcement 
Division, 24 hours per day/7 days 
per week. Should you witness 
a dog bite, aggressive dog, or 
a dog at large, please contact 
the Municipal Law Enforcement 
Division at 705-487-2171. The 
Township provides animal control 
services for canines only. All wild animal related inquiries 
should be referred to the Ministry of Natural Resources 
at 1-800-667-1940.

With the warm weather around the corner, the Municipal 
Law Enforcement Division would like to remind residents 
that dogs within Oro-Medonte must be leashed at all times 
when off of the owner’s property. Any dog found running 
at large may be impounded at the Township’s contract 
pound, Heartland Kennel, 336 Line 5 North. The Municipal 
Law Enforcement Division will make all efforts to return the 
dog to its owner before impounding the animal. 

All owners of a dog(s) twelve (12) weeks and over are 
required to purchase a dog tag as per By-law No. 2018-
005. By purchasing a dog tag, Municipal Law Enforcement 
Officers are able to identify any dog at large and take 
the appropriate measure for a safe return. Tags can be 
purchased online at Oro-Medonte.ca or in-person at the 
Township Administration Building, 148 Line 7 South.   

Please note it is an offence to fail to remove any excrement 
left by your dog on either Township property or private 
property. Please respect your neighbors and remove all 
excrement and dispose in a sanitary manner.

Property Standards
The Township has a Property Standards By-law that 
sets out minimum standards for building and property 
maintenance within the Township. The standards in the By-
law outline reasonable guidelines for the repair of buildings 
and the upkeep of yards.

Owners and occupants are required to ensure the 
properties under their care are maintained in compliance 
with the By-law. Some examples are:
• Cutting lawns 
• Removing waste and debris from yards
• Removing trees and/or their branches that have been 

damaged and pose a safety concern
• Draining standing and stagnant water from the property
• Performing routine repairs to building exteriors including 

painting, repairs to masonry and other brick work and 
repairing or replacing shingles as needed

If you have a concern about 
a potential Property Standards violation, 

please contact the Municipal Law 
Enforcement Office at (705) 487-2171. 

Please be advised that Municipal Law 
Enforcement Officers will only investigate 

written complaints at this time. 

fireworks 
The Township of Oro-Medonte regulates the sale and 
discharge of fireworks. A permit is required to set off 
fireworks which can be purchased at the Township 
Administration Building, 148 Line 7 South.  A permit is not 
required for Victoria Day, Canada Day, New Year’s Eve, and 
New Year’s Day.  

Consumer fireworks shall only be set off between dusk 
and 11:00 p.m. except for New Years Eve where fireworks 
are permitted until 1:00 a.m. 

Please Note: In addition to the required permit, 
individuals must hold a valid certificate issued by the 
Explosives Regulatory Division of Natural Resources 
Canada.

The Municipal Law Enforcement Division would like to 
remind residents to take safety precautions while using 
fireworks and not discharge fireworks in a manner that may 
create a danger or nuisance to any person(s) or property.

The Township’s Fireworks By-law also prohibits the selling, 
buying and discharge of Firecrackers and Sky Lanterns 
within the Township.  

All Fireworks of any kind are prohibited within the 
Township when a fire ban is in effect.  The Township may 
revoke any permit/license issued for a breach of the By-
law.

All applications and By-law No. 2012-067, as amended, 
can be viewed on the Township’s website at oro-medonte.
ca. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
the Municipal Law Enforcement Division at 705-487-2171.

https://www.oro-medonte.ca/
https://oro-medonte.ca
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BILL DUE DATES
Water Bills
Water usage is billed quarterly with payment due dates 
falling on the last business day of February, May, August 
and November.

The first quarterly payment for 2022 usage must be made 
no later than Tuesday, May 31st.

For more information about paying your Water Bill, or to 
sign up for preauthorized payment, please contact the 
Finance Department or visit oro-medonte.ca/municipal-
services/taxes-finance.

Property Taxes
Property taxes are calculated annually by applying 
Council’s approved tax rates to property assessment 
values as provided by the Municipal Property Assessment 
Corporation (MPAC). Tax rates include township, county, 
and education taxes.  

For example, a residential property valued or “assessed” 
at $100,000 multiplied by the 2021 residential tax rate of 
0.87472% yields a residential tax total of $874.72, which
is broken down as follows:

• Township Taxes: $448.12
• County Taxes: $273.60
• Education Taxes: $153.00

Payment for property taxes is due in four installments 
on the last business day of February, April, July and 
September respectively.  To avoid interest charges, 
payment of the third property tax installment of 2022 must 
be made no later than Friday, July 29th. 

Property owners are encouraged to carefully review tax 
bills paying particular attention to information regarding 
zoning of your property.  If you believe there is a 
discrepancy, please contact MPAC at 866-296-6722, or 
visit their website at mpac.ca.

If you have questions or concerns regarding the current 
value assessment of your property, please contact MPAC 
at 866-296-6722, or visit their website at mpac.ca.

Water Billing Schedule

January – March
April – June

July – September
October - 
December

Usage Period

April
July

October

January

Bills Mailed

May
August

November

February

Payment Due Last 
Business Day of:

Penalties:
Interest of 1.25% is added on the first day of default 
of each installment, as well as on the first day of each 
month thereafter. To avoid a penalty and interest charges, 
payment must be received at the Administration Building 
by the due date.

Pre-Authorized Payment Program (PAPP)
Residents can enroll in pre-authorized payment 
programs to pay their property taxes or water bills. This 
voluntary program authorizes your financial institution to 
automatically withdraw your payments from your bank 
account and forward them to the Township.

HOW TO SIGN UP
The registration form is available on the Township website 
or at the Township Administration Centre. Please submit a 
void cheque and your completed registration form to the 
Finance Department.

AVAILABLE PAYMENT OPTIONS
Property Taxes:
1.  Equal monthly payments for current taxes.

 • Ten monthly payments from January to October, 
withdrawn on the last banking day of each month.

 • Amounts are calculated annually and notification is 
mailed in December.

 • This option is only available for PAPP customers

2. Payments on regular due dates
 • Regular tax installments on tax due dates.
 • Amounts and dates are provided on interim and 

final tax bills mailed to the ratepayer a minimum of 
four weeks prior to the due date.

3. Payments for properties in arrears
 • Twelve monthly payments in the amount that has 

been pre-approved by the Deputy Treasurer to clear 
the arrears on the property.

 • Payments are withdrawn on the last banking day of 
each month.

Water Bills:
 • Payments on regular due dates
 • Amounts and dates are provided on water bills 

mailed to the user prior to the due date

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
 • You may change your bank information or cancel 

your participation in the program by providing 
written notice at least 30 days before the next 
payment due date.

 • If any pre-authorized payment does not clear your 
bank account, the Township will charge a $30 
administration fee and interest charges.

 • Supplementary tax bills will not be included in the 
pre-authorized payment program.

Please call the Finance Department at the 
Township Administration Centre or  

visit oro-medonte.ca for further details.

https://www.oro-medonte.ca/municipal-services/taxes-finance
https://mpac.ca/
https://www.oro-medonte.ca/
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How your Property Tax Bill is 
Calculated
Your property tax bill is calculated by multiplying the 
current year phased-in property assessment value, 
as determined by the Municipal Property Assessment 
Corporation (MPAC), by the total of the following:

1. Council approved Township tax rate; 
2. County of Simcoe approved tax rate; and
3. School Boards approved tax rate.

Example:
Estimated property taxes on a residential property with an 
assessed value of $750,000

Assessed Value ($750,000) x Total Tax Rate 
(0.874723%) = $6,560.42 (Estimated Property tax)

The Township collects total property tax levies 
from Township of Oro-Medonte residents, and then 
proportionally forwards each share of property tax dollars 
in accordance with allocations determined by the County 
of Simcoe and School Boards.

For a number of years, School Boards have reported a 
0% increase while receiving additional tax dollars.  It is 
important to note there have been increases in the School 
Board’s share of commercial and industrial taxes. The 
graphs below illustrate the percentage of School Board 
tax levies collected in 2021 by tax class (residential, 
commercial & industrial and farm & managed forest) and 
Township tax levies collected by tax class (residential, 
commercial & industrial and farm & managed forest.)

BLENDED TAx RATE REPORTING
Understanding Blended Rate 
Tax Reporting
The Township collects taxes for the County of Simcoe, 
“School Boards” (Simcoe County District School Board 
(SCDSB) and Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School 
Board (SMCDSB), and the Township of Oro-Medonte. 

A blended tax rate is used to calculate estimated 
budgeted tax levies for each property tax class (residential, 
commercial & industrial and farm & managed forest) in 
the Township of Oro-Medonte, and is an average of the 
allocation percentages of the County of Simcoe, School 
Boards, and the Township.

The Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC) 
is responsible for assessing and classifying all properties 
in Ontario. The assessed value and classification of 
your property provided by MPAC is used to calculate 
your Township annual property taxes. Your property will 
experience an assessment related property tax increase 
only when the value of your property increased by more 
than the Township’s average from the previous assessment 
update. 

Township of Oro-Medonte Tax Rates for 2021 are as 
follows:

Schedule “A” 
to By-Law 2021-062 

The Corporation of the Township of Oro-Medonte
2021 Tax Rates

Residential/Farm
Multi-Residential

Commercial Occupied
Commercial Vacant

Commercial - New Construction
Commercial - New Construction 

Vacant
Commercial - Small Scale On 

Farm Bu (C7)
Industrial Occupied

Industrial Vacant
Industrial - New Construction
Industrial - New Construction 

Vacant
Landfill

Pipelines
Farmlands

Managed Forest

Property Class Township County Education Total Tax Rate

 0.00448160 
 0.00448160 
 0.00547786 
 0.00547786 
 0.00547786 

 0.00547786 

 0.00136946 

 0.00534431 
 0.00534431 
 0.00534431 

 0.00534431 

 0.00448160 
 0.00581084 
 0.00112040 
 0.00112040 

0.00273563 
 0.00273563 
 0.00334376 
 0.00334376 
 0.00334376   
0.00334376 

 0.00083594 
 0.00326224 
 0.00326224 
 0.00326224 

 0.00326224 

 0.00273563 
 0.00354702 
 0.00068391 
 0.00068391

 0.00153000 
 0.00153000  
 0.00880000  
 0.00880000  
 0.00880000    
0.00880000  

 0.00220000  
 0.00880000  
 0.00880000 
 0.00880000  

 0.00880000  

 0.00153000  
 0.00880000 
 0.00038250  
 0.00038250

0.00874723  
 0.00874723  
 0.01762162  
 0.01762162  
 0.01762162   
0.01762162  

 0.00440540 
 0.01740655 
 0.01740655 
 0.01740655  

 0.01740655  

 0.00874723  
 0.01815786  
 0.00218681 
 0.00218681 

NOTE: Vacant includes both vacant and excess
Commercial Class includes both parking lots and shopping centres
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Baseball, fastball, Softball
Oro Wolves - Competitive Softball for Boys and Girls 
Ages 6-20

Oro Wolves is planning to return for the 
summer season.  The league plays Monday 
through Thursday, depending on your child’s 
division.  Oro Wolves is part of the Georgian 

Bay Minor Softball League with the season running from 
May 23rd to the end of August.    For inquiries please call 
Lesley or Todd Iles at 705-487-7637.

vasey Minor Ball
Vasey Minor Ball is planning to return for 
the summer season.  The Vasey Giants 
participate in the Georgian Bay Minor 

Softball League (GBMSL), a cooperation of community 
softball organizations in the Georgian Bay area. 

The GBMSL season begins on the May long weekend 
and leagues run until mid-August or early September, with 
annual registration held in March.

For additional information including registration details, 
please visit gbmsl.ca or e-mail giants@gbmsl.com.

Oro-Medonte Minor Ball Association
Oro-Medonte Minor Ball Association 
(OMMBA) is planning to return for the 
summer season.  The OMMBA is a 
volunteer run softball organization, that 

was formed to provide children with an opportunity to 
play an organized sport, develop a love of baseball, learn 
to cooperate and play on a team, learn sportsmanship, 
develop leadership skills, start physical fi tness habits that 
will last a lifetime, encourage healthy living, and have fun.

The OMMBA season runs from mid-May through early-
August.  For additional information including registration 
details, please visit ommba.ca.

Soccer
Warminster Soccer Club

Warminster Soccer Club is planning to return for 
the summer season.  Players born between 2008 
to 2018 are eligible to register with a fee of $80 
per player, and $70 per player for families with 
three or more children playing.  For additional 

information including registration details, please visit 
warminstersoccerclub.ca.

Volunteers and coaches are needed.  If you are able 
to spare 1 to 2 hours per week, please contact us at 
warminstersoccer@hotmail.com.

*Please note all provincial and local public health 
guidelines for return to play will be followed.  Parents will 

be expected to complete a waiver portion acknowledging 
anticipated adherence to the guidelines.

Oro-Medonte Minor Soccer 
Oro-Medonte Minor Soccer (OMMS) is planning 
to return for the summer season. OMMS is a 
not-for-profi t recreational club, run by a group of 
volunteer organizers and coaches that operate 
with the continued support of local businesses 

and the community.  OMMS ensures every child from 
4-14 enjoys their experience regardless of skill level. The 
Season will run from May-July.  For additional information 
including registration details, please visit omms.ca.

Hockey
Oro Minor Hockey

Oro Minor Hockey dedicates itself to 
the advancement of minor hockey for all 
individuals through progressive leadership, 
by ensuring meaningful opportunities and 
enjoyable experiences, in a safe sportsmanlike 

environment. Oro Minor Hockey prides itself on its 
community atmosphere and involvement. Players learn 
from coaches, but equally, coaches learn from players. 

The Oro Minor Hockey season runs from late-September 
to early-April.  Annual registration must be completed by 
June 1st. We’d love to hear from you if you would like to 
help coach a team or support the association in another 
way.

For additional information, please visit orominorhockey.
ca or e-mail info@orominorhockey.ca.

Skating
Oro-Medonte Skating Club

The Oro-Medonte Skating Club (OMSC) is 
a non-profi t organization that teaches the 
fundamentals of skating to children 3 and up, 
from October through March.  The OMSC 
is a Skate Canada sanctioned club, that 

off ers CanSkate (learn to skate), Wee Stars (CanSkate 
enrichment), and Junior and Senior StarSkate programs 
(fi gure skating, including tests and competitions).  All 
programs are taught by a team of professional NCCP 
certifi ed coaches.  Programs run Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from October – March at the Oro-Medonte Community 
Arena.

For additional information, please visit 
oromedonteskatingclub.com or e-mail oroskatingclub@
yahoo.ca.

Please Note:  Provincial and Simcoe Muskoka District 
Health Unit guidelines for return to play will be followed 
for all sports.

MINOR SPORTS

http://www.gbmsl.ca/
https://ommba.ca/
http://warminstersoccerclub.ca/
mailto:www.warminstersoccerclub.com/
http://omms.ca/
mailto:info@orominohockey.ca
https://orodonteskatingclub.com
mailto:oroskatingclub@yahoo.ca


 31  

 

IN THE COMMUNITy

2022 Parking Passes
The Township is currently in the process of reviewing 
issuance of resident and non-resident parking passes for 
the 2022 season.  Instructions for obtaining your resident 
parking pass will be provided in early spring.  Please 
follow the Township’s social media channels: Township of 
Oro-Medonte | Facebook and Twp. of Oro-Medonte (@
TwpOroMedonte) / Twitter) and visit oro-medonte.ca for 
additional information.

facility Rentals
Oro-Medonte Community Centre Banquet Hall Rentals
The Oro-Medonte Community Centre Banquet Hall is 
an ideal location off ering ample space, with kitchen and 
washroom facilities for birthday and skating parties, 
anniversary celebrations, business conferences, and 
training sessions.  To check availability and submit a rental 
request, please visit oro-medonte.perfectmind.com.  
For additional information, please contact the Operations 
and Community Services Department at 705-487-2171 or 
info@oro-medonte.ca.

Ball Diamond Rentals
Ball diamond rentals are available in Guthrie, Shanty Bay, 
Vasey, and Warminster. Diamonds are ideal for charity 
fundraising events, family reunions, or corporate team 
building.

To check availability and to submit a diamond booking, 
please visit oro-medonte.perfectmind.com.  For 
additional information, please contact the 
Operations and Community Services 
Department at 705-487-2171 or 
info@oro-medonte.ca.

County of Simcoe Cart Exchange 
Request System 
The County of Simcoe’s Cart Exchange program provides 
residents with an opportunity to swap their recycling and/
or garbage carts for smaller ones. The fi rst cart exchange/
set of cart exchanges for each eligible County property 
is free of charge until July 30, 2022. After July 30, 2022, 
there will be a $50 per cart administration fee applied. For 
additional information, please visit simcoe.ca/dpt/swm/
cart-collection/cart-exchanges.

County of Simcoe Bursary 
Program 
Congratulations to all Simcoe County Bursary recipients! 

The County of Simcoe and its member municipalities are 
committed to the pursuit of higher education. Through the 
Bursary Program, the County awards up to 21 bursaries to 
County of Simcoe residents attending a post-secondary 
institution in Ontario (one bursary is guaranteed for a 
resident of each participating member municipality.)  The 
Bursary Program provides those residents accepted into 
the program access to post-secondary education and 
training.

In 2021, the Bursary Committee received a record number 
of applications, and 20 bursaries were awarded across the 
County.  For information regarding the County of Simcoe’s 
2022 Bursary Program, please visit bit.ly/3svB9sB.

additional information, please contact the 
Operations and Community Services 

https://www.oro-medonte.ca/
https://oro-medonte.perfectmind.com/SocialSite/MemberRegistration/MemberSignIn
mailto:info@oro-medonte.ca
https://www.simcoe.ca/HumanResources/Pages/Bursary-Program0325-4437.aspx
https://simcoe.ca/dpt/swm/cart-collection/cart-exchanges
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IN THE COMMUNITy

Huronia Nurse 
Practitioner-Led 
Clinic
Located at 3331 Line 4 North, the 
Huronia Nurse Practitioner-Led Clinic 
(HNPLC) provides primary health care 
services and preventive care to people 
of all ages. Whether you need to have a complete physical 
or need to visit the clinic about a minor illness or to 
manage a chronic or complex illness, the clinic is there for 
you or your family. 

The HNPLC is staffed by Primary Health Care Nurse 
Practitioners, registered nurses, a part-time pharmacist, 
social worker, dietitian, and administrative staff. We also 
have visiting physician partners working with the team of 
professionals to meet your health care needs. Our newly 
expanded site allows us more space to offer additional 
services to meet your needs. For more information about 
registering as a client for service at the clinic, please call 
(705) 835-7545 or visit our website at HuroniaNPLC.ca. 

Please note the Huronia Nurse Practitioner-Led Clinic is 
not a Walk-In or After Hours Medical Clinic.

What is a Nurse Practitioner? Nurse Practitioners are 
nurses that have additional education and licensing to 
provide primary health care to individuals and families. 
They can do complete physical examinations, order 
diagnostic tests like ultrasounds, X-rays, or mammograms, 
order bloodwork to screen for illness or disease, diagnose 
illness and disease, and prescribe medications necessary 
for you. When care is beyond the Nurse Practitioner’s 
scope to manage, a physician is consulted. If necessary, 
you will be seen by both the Nurse Practitioner and the 
visiting physician. 

Visit NAPO.org for more information about Nurse 
Practitioners.

211 is a free, confidential, province-wide 
helpline that simplifies finding support and 
community services for Ontario residents.

211 helps people find basic needs such 
as food, housing and emergency financial 
assistance. It connects those in need with 
agencies who can help someone cope with 
health issues like cancer, or elderly citizens 
stay in their own homes. 211 also supports 
staff and volunteers at agencies who are 
in need of information about community 
services for their clients.

When you dial 211, you reach a real person, 
24/7, who is highly trained to listen and 
help. 211 offers multilingual service in 170 
languages as well as TTY service at 1-888-
340-1001.

The 211 service in Simcoe County is 
delivered by Community Connection, a 
professionally accredited information and 
referral agency located in Collingwood.  
For additional information, please visit 
infosimcoecounty.ca.

Access to literature, resources, internet use, and literacy 
programming are all important services that libraries 
provide. Library memberships are available to Township 
residents, free of charge, at the following libraries:

Please take 
advantage 

of the many 
opportunities 
and enjoy all 
the services 

that the 
relationships 
with these 
libraries 
provide.

Barrie Public Library 
60 Worsley Street, Barrie  
Phone: (705) 728-1010 

BarrieLibrary.ca

Coldwater Memorial Public Library
31 Coldwater Road, Coldwater  

Phone: (705) 686-3601 
Coldwater.Library.on.ca 

Midland Public Library 
320 King Street, Midland  
Phone: (705) 526-4216 
MidlandLibrary.com 

Orillia Public Library 
36 Mississaga Street West, Orillia 

Phone: (705) 325-2338 
OrilliaPublicLibrary.ca

Library Services

211 Ontario

https://huronianplc.ca/
https://napo.org/
https://www.barrielibrary.ca/
Coldwater.Library.on.ca
https://www.midlandlibrary.com/
https://www.orilliapubliclibrary.ca/en/index.aspx
https://infosimcoecounty.ca/
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Oro-Medonte Horticultural 
Society

Come join us in 2022! There 
are so many reasons to 
do so. Being able to learn 
about gardening from expert 
speakers and exchanging 
ideas with like-minded 
members are just a couple 
of reasons you should. Our 
meetings are free to anyone 
who wishes to attend but 
why not join for $15 (Single) 
or $20 (Family) and enjoy 
the benefi ts including:
• Quarterly newsletters
• Floral design competitions/ 
workshops
• 8 meetings per year, 

excellent speakers, social break and a lucky draw
• 10% discount at a number of garden centres and 

businesses
• Annual Plant Sale, Garden Tour and Photo Contest

Don’t be intimidated by our name “Horticultural Society.” 
We are gardeners of all levels and welcome anyone who 
has an interest in or wants to learn more about gardening.
Our Monthly meetings are usually held at the Oro-Medonte 
Community Centre Banquet Hall located at # 71 Line 4 
North (wheelchair accessible) and we start at 7:30 p.m. 
However, until further notice, Zoom meetings are being 
held starting at 7:00 p.m. Please check with our web site 
or Facebook page for updates. Everyone is welcome 
and remember your mug for break time to save the 
environment.

Our April 11th meeting topic is Going Grassless: 
Meadowscaping the Front Yard - Julianne Labreche 
will show us the “how’s and whys” of how to remove the 
turf grass from your front yard property and transform it 
into a “meadowscape” for pollinators; including bees and 
butterfl ies.  She is a member of the Master Gardeners 
of Ottawa-Carleton. She is also certifi ed as a Master 
Naturalist and her garden is certifi ed with the Canadian 
Wildlife Federation and with Monarch Watch.

On May 9th – Bog Gardens – Good for the Environment 
– Robert Pavlis - a well-known speaker, and educator 
with over 40 years of gardening experience.  Robert is 
the author of several books; Building Natural Ponds, Soil 
Science for Gardeners and Garden Myths and publishes 
popular gardening blogs; GardenMyths.com and 
GardenFundamentals.com.

On June 27th - Taming Wildfl owers! Growing and Using 
Cut Flowers - Miriam Goldberger and Paul Jenkins, 
founders and owners of Wildfl ower Farm since 1988 in 
Coldwater, Ontario.

Other meetings for 2022 are August 8th, September 12th, 
October 24th, and December 5th. Please check with our 
website or Facebook page for more details.

Be sure to mark your calendar for May 28th. That’s the 
date for our Annual Plant Sale at the Oro Fair Grounds. 
Start time is 10:00 a.m. but come early to browse. Our 
plant sale is renowned in Simcoe County, so be sure not to 
miss it. Our annual Garden Tour is currently scheduled for 
July 17th.

With any questions write us at: 
info.omhs@gmail.com

Visit us on Facebook or 
view our events online at                                                

oromedontehorticulturalsociety.ca

 

IN THE COMMUNITy

http://oromedontehorticulturalsociety.ca/
https://www.gardenmyths.com/
https://www.gardenfundamentals.com/


34

The fall fair 
The Oro Agricultural Society remains busy behind the 
scenes preparing for the Fall Fair and other worthy 
projects.  Given current projections for 2022 regarding 
COVID-19, we are optimistic there will be a Fall Fair this 
year on September 16th and 17th.  

During summer 2021, we partnered with the Oro-
Medonte Chamber of Commerce & Tourism and hosted 
a Farmer’s Market at the Oro World’s Fairgrounds.  
During December 2021, we again partnered with the 
Oro-Medonte Chamber of Commerce & Tourism and 
hosted a Mystical Lights Show at the Oro World’s 
Fairgrounds.  Both events were very successful, and we 
look forward to having these events again in 2022.  

Volunteers with the Agricultural Society remain active 
maintaining and upgrading the Oro World’s Fairgrounds 
to ensure the area is ready when we reopen. Thank you 
to the many volunteers who contribute countless hours 
assisting with these endeavours.

Please check for updates about the Fair on our 
website at oroworldsfair.com, and facebook.com/
OroWordsFair. 

You can also call 705-487-1753 or contact us by email 
us at oroworldsfair@gmail.com for information or 
updates.

ORO AGRICULTURAL SOCIETy
 

https://oroworldsfair.com/
https://www.facebook.com/OroWorlsFair
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We’re in this together 

Thank you for doing your part to 
keep our community safe 
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